L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Political Science 3217 WA

Local Government in Canada

Dr. Gary Munro


                  Wednesday and Friday:  1:00-2:30 p.m.

Office:  RB 2035






                     RB 2042                         Telephone:  343-8284


E-Mail:  gary.munro@lakeheadu.ca
Due:  March 17, 2010
Length: 3,000 words

Keep a copy of your essay.

Cite material systematically.
Suggested Topics

  1)
Should Canadian municipalities be given an enhanced constitutional status?

  2) 
Examine the impact of cars on   the downtowns of large Canadian cities. Should down town space be rationed?
  3) 
Are Canadian cities deteriorating? What role should federal and provincial governments play I dealing with this issue?

  4) 
Consider “the new urbanism” in the Canadian context.” Will “the creative class” revitalize Canadian cities?

  5) 
Is democracy live and well in local    government? Why is voter turnout low?
  6) 
Trace the evolution of local government in the greater Toronto area.

  7) 
Compare relations between provincial and municipal governments in different provinces with particular emphasis on amalgamation.

  8) 
Assess the success of local government in promoting economic development in northwestern Ontario.
  9) 
Compare the approaches of various provincial governments in dealing with the “metropolitan problem”.

10)  
Examine attempts to improve the efficiency of municipalities services by adopting private sector approaches. Can efficiency be reconciled with democratic accountability?
11)  
Should municipal government be reformed to improve accountability?
